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Swedish Dairy Sector

- Breeding company
- owned by 20 000 members

Kokontrollen ®
National database

Approved by

Swedish Board 
of Agriculture

- ”Husdjursförening”
- owned by 6382 members

Herdbook



Milk recording scheme - registrations

Test milking and slaughter resultsMilk producers
Robots

Conformation scorers
Hoof trimmers

Veterinarians Technichians

Data is carefully collected from many different sources, all gathererd in one common database



Official milk recording statistics

SRB

2019

SRB

2013

Progress

2013 - 2019
Number of cows 70 316 111. 144 - 40 828

Milk kg ECM* (365 days) 9 910 9 191 + 719

Fat, % 4.4 4.4 0

Protein, % 3.7 3.6 + 0,1

Fat + Protein, kg 749 689 + 60

Production per day of life, kg ECM* 13.2 missing -

Age at first calving, month 27.5 28.2 - 0.7

Calving interval, month 13.0 13.1 - 0.1

Inseminations per pregnancy 1.8 1.9 - 0.1

Calving to last insemination, days 118 missing -

Difficult calvings heifers, % 2.4 3.7 - 1.3

Stillborn calves heifers, % 5.2 5.8 - 0.6

Mastitis per 100 cows 8.0 12.7 - 4.7

Somatic cell count 249 221 + 28

Disease incident per 100 cows 18.1 25.9 - 7.8

Age at culling, months 61.3 60.4 + 0.9

Dead/ euthanized cows in herd, % 3.9 3.6 + 0.3

* ECM = Energy Corrected Milk



The SRB association
• Founded 1928

• Responsible for herdbook

• Collaborations: VäxaSverige, NAV (Nordic Cattle Genetic Evaluation), 
VikingGenetics, Swedish University of Agricultural Science

• International collaborations: WAF (World Ayrshire Federation), IRDBF 
(International Red Dairy Breed Federation) and  ERDB (European Red 
Dairy Breed)

• Livestock trading

• 1 000 members, 23 local clubs and youth club

• Farm visits, showmanship, shows, classifying contests

• Magazine ”SRB-bladet”

• Arranging national shows

• www.srb-foreningen.se

http://www.srb-foreningen.se/


History of SRB



VikingRed – not a breed

• A VikingRed sire can be any red sire; 
sometimes an approved SRB/Ayrshire but just 
as well an RB or a Danish Red. 

• An SRB sire can only be an approved SRB with a 
maximum of 12.5% foreign blood. Regardless 
of breeding company or country of origin, any 
imported sire that meets these criteria can also 
obtain an SRB registration number.

2.800 bulls

Genomically 
tested

100 bulls
bought

80 bulls
in production

VikingRed = VikingGenetics brand 
and breeding program for: 

– Swedish Red (SRB)

– Finish Ayrshire (FAY)

– Danish Red (RDM)



Genomic testing

• Introduced about eight year ago

• Breeding tool for Danish Red, Finnish Ayrshire and SRB

• Reliability increased – females added to reference population

• 10 000 females added to reference population per year

• Reliabilty for traits in NTM: 49 – 74 %

• Genomic trend BEFORE genomic testing (2000-2010): 

2 NTM units per year

• Genomic trend AFTER introducing genomic testing (2013-2017): 

3.4 NTM units per year



NTM

• NTM = Nordic Total Merit index

• Calculated by NAV (Nordic Cattle Genetic Evaluation)

• Total breeding value for all traits within breeding goal

• Every trait – economical value in breeding goal

• New 2020 – feed effeciency into NTM



Milkability

Production

Temperament

Traits within NTM

Growth

Daughter fertility

Calvings

Youth survival/ longevity

Udder Health

Hoof Health

Other Health

Longevity

Conformation 



Antibiotic usage

Source: European Medicines Agency, European Surveillance of Veterinary Antimicrobial Consumption, 2016. ‘Sales of veterinary antimicrobial agents 
in 29 European countries in 2014’



Lifetime production

Highest lifetime production in 2018:

Name: 112 Brunetta

Born: 2002-01-14

Total production: 156 155 kg milk

Fat: 4.4 %

Protein: 3.4 %

Fat + Protein: 12 203 kg

Kg ECM: 163 773



Showmanship



Thank you for your attention!


