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AUSTRALIAN MILK PRODUCTION
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MILK PRODUCTION HISTORY
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FARMGATE MILK PRICE
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Income and costs on Victorian farms (2018-2019)
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Annual Report 2018–19



• Australia ranks 4th in the world trade of 

dairy

• Australia holds a 6% share of the world 

dairy trade

• 36% of production is exported

• Export revenue of A$3.2 billion
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THE AUSTRALIAN DAIRY INDUSTRY



Herd Improvement in Australia



Australian herd recorded cows

Holstein
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Jersey
14.6%

Holstein/Jersey Cross
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Aust Red Breed
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Australian semen sales

Holstein
80.3%

Jersey
12.4%

Illawarra
0.5%

Brown 
Swiss 
0.5%

Australian Red Breed
2.6%

Guernsey
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Ayrshire
0.4%

Other
3.1%

NHIA Semen Market Survey 2019



Longevity of Australian cows
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Genetic trend of Australian Ayrshire 
cows for Balanced Performance Index
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ABVs available for almost 40 traits

Production
Feed Saved

Type Traits Management Traits

Kg % fat and protein
L milk

Kg feed saved
100 SD5 100



Three Indices…

Because farmers ‘had their say’ in 2014.



Indices evolve over time
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The five main feeding systems

Low 
bail

Moderate – High 
bail

Partial     mixed 
ration

Hybrid

Total mixed 
ration

Grazed pasture
0-1 tonne concentrate

Grazed pasture
1 plus tonnes of concentrate

Grazed pasture
PMR fed on feedpad

PMR fed on feedpad 3+ mths
with no pasture access 

No pasture. Cows fed TMR



Feeding the Genes 2016 study of 
118,000 cows, J. Morton

In all feeding systems, the daughters of high Balanced 
Performance Index sires produce more milk solids

Low Bail

Mod/High Bail
Partial Mixed Ration

Hybrid
Total Mixed Ration



Feeding the Genes 2016 study of 
118,000 cows, J. Morton

In all feeding systems, the daughters of high Balanced 
Performance Index sires last as long – or longer

Low Bail
Mod/High Bail

Partial Mixed Ration
Hybrid

Total Mixed Ration



Making change







Is there potential for more Ayrshire 
recording?

83%

17%

Estimate of heifers born Heifers recorded
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What if….

• Doubled the number of herds that are participating in 
herd recording

• Recorded all AI bulls that are used

• Used the tools that are available to drive breed 
improvement

• Had strong involvement in the National Breeding 
Objective Review


